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Belfast City Airport (BHD)  

Belfast International Airport (BFS)  

Cork Airport (ORK)  

Derry Airport (LDY)  

Donegal Airport (CFN)  

Dublin Airport (DUB)  

Galway Airport (GWY)  

Ireland West Airport Knock (NOC)  

Kerry Airport (KIR)  

Shannon Airport (SNN)  

Sligo Airport (SXL)  

Waterford Airport (WAT)  

 

Getting to Ireland 

http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/belfast_airports/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/belfast_airports/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/cork_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/derry_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/donegal_airport/
http://www.dublintourist.com/travel_info/dublin_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/galway_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/ireland_west_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/kerry_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/shannon_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/sligo_airport/
http://www.irishtourist.com/travel_info/waterford_airport/


 

 

Climate  

Ireland enjoys a temperate climate, (proximity to Atlantic Ocean & presence 
of the Gulf Stream).  

Typical winter weather in Ireland is clouds and rain --occasional sunny 
spell. The mountains may have snow on them for many weeks in winter, 
Temperatures --a January average of 5ºC. Overnight temperatures often 
drop below freezing point, and ice and frosts are common. Each winter 
there are a few weeks when the temperature does not rise above freezing 
point all day, and rivers and lakes can partially freeze over. 

Typically, summers in Ireland have warm, sunny weather and a sky dotted 
with gentle fluffy clouds. Light rain occasionally occurs on days like these.  
In July and August, the conditions can become very humid and thunder 
storms can occur with lightning. Average July temp 15ºC,  

        Across Ireland, the local climate differs from place to  
   place. The wettest weather always occurs in  
   mountains The driest weather occurs east The  
   south that enjoys the warmest weather.   
   Occasionally there is a "blast from the north",  
   bringing very cold weather from the Arctic,  
   characterised by icy winds, snow and frost.  



 

 

Population  

Approximately 4.35 million  

In 1841, the population of the was over 6.5 million people. The Irish 
Potato famine and the emigration it caused had a dramatic effect  

1871 the population had almost halved to four million 

1926 had reduced further to three million 

The population held firm around three million until the early 1970s 
when the population began to rise again.  

Future predictions are for the population to continue to rise at 1.4% 
per year until 2021 when the population is predicted to be just over 
five million 

The statistics illustrate a massive population shift from the  
  West to the East of the country and increasing  
  urbanisation. Counties such as Mayo, Roscommon, 
  Donegal and Leitrim have become depopulated  
  while counties surrounding Dublin including  
  Wicklow, Kildare, Louth and Meath have seen rapid 
  population growth in recent years. 



• Ireland covers an area of 70,280 sq km 

• In the 6th century, Ireland was divided into cúigí or fifths 

• Further subdivided into about one hundred and fifty different units of 

government, each one called a tuath led by a chief.  

• In 1596 Ireland had 4 provinces Ulster, Leinster, Connacht and 

Munster. In folk lore: learning was in the west, war in the north, 

wealth in the east, music or art in the south and kingship in the 

centre (Meath). 

Munster 

Ulster 

Connacht 

Leinster 



Lots of different invasions in the country  

Internal battles took place at various times between 

invaders and subsequent invaders and with local 

people.  

Irish people were disabled by all the invasions and 

powerless to develop the country.  

 

The counties of Ireland (32) are land divisions 

originally formed following the Norman Invasion.  

In 1922 following “Home Rule” the country was 

divided into two. 

The Irish Republic (known as Southern Ireland) and 

Northern Ireland.    Southern Ireland has 26 counties 

and has it’s own Government.  Northern Ireland has 

6 counties and governed by the government of the 

United Kingdom. 

 

 



 

 

Southern 

Ireland 

Northern 
Ireland 



The President of Ireland  Uachtarán na hÉireann is the head of state of 
Ireland.  

The President is usually directly elected by the people for seven years.  

The presidency is largely a ceremonial office, but the President does 
exercise certain limited powers. The President's official residence is Aras an 
Uachtarain in Pheonix Park, Dublin.   



Ireland is a parliamentary democracy.  

The National Parliament (Oireachtas) consists of the President 
and two Houses: Dáil Éireann (House of Representatives) and 
Seanad Éireann (the Senate) whose functions and powers 
derive from the Constitution of Ireland enacted by the People on 
1st July, 1937.  

The Houses of the Oireachtas are situated at Leinster House, 
Dublin. 
 
 



The method of election to each House is different. The 166 Members 
of Dail Éireann (who are called Deputies or TDs) are directly elected 
by the people. 

 

The Taoiseach is the head of the government of Ireland  

Elected by majority vote and appointed by the President.   

 

60 members of Seanad Éireann (called Senators)  
  11 nominated by the Taoiseach  

  43 elected by five panels representing vocational 
  interests namely, Culture and Education, Agriculture, 
  Labour, Industry and Commerce and Public  
  Administration  

  Six elected by the graduates of two universities: - 
  three each by the National University of Ireland and 
  the University of Dublin (Trinity College) 
 
 

 



Language: 

The Irish language was the most widely spoken language on the 

island of Ireland until the 19th century. 

Decline:  

 The introduction of a primary education system (the 'National 

 Schools'), in which Irish was prohibited and only English 

 taught by order of the British Government  

 The Great Famine  

 English viewed as the language of the future. Actively 

 discouraged children from learning and speaking the

 language. Stigma of speaking Irish remained very strong.  

  Revival of the language:  

   Compulsory subject in education 

   Gaelscoils 

   Gaeltacht 

     



 

 

Gaeltacht is the word meaning an Irish-speaking 
region.  

In Ireland The Gaeltacht, or An Ghaeltacht, refers to 
the districts where the government recognizes that the 
Irish language is the predominant language.  



 

 

Food  

Full Irish Breakfast 

Irish Potato Soup 

Farm House Broth 

Nettle Soup 

Irish Skink 

Leek and Oatmeal Soup 

Bread  Soda Bread; wheaten bread 

Potato Farls 

Boxty; Colcannon 

Barmbrack  

Irish Stew 

Irish Apple Pie 

Dublin Coddle 

Bacon and Cabbage  

Potato Champ 



 

 

Drinks 

Liquor - Bailey's Irish Cream  

Guinness 

Poitin  

Beer - Murphy's Stout, Kilkenny and Smithwick's 

Cider - Bulmer's  

Whiskey - Old Bushmills, Tullamore Dew, Power's, Paddy's 
and Jameson's. 

Irish Coffee 

 
  

 



 

 



 

 

Farming  

 

Teagasc Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority  

The Irish Grassland Association  

The Department of Agriculture  

The Irish Farmer's Journal  

Irish Farmers Association  

 

Horse Fairs 

Cattle sales (Marts) 

http://www.teagasc.ie/
http://www.irishgrassland.com/
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
http://www.farmersjournal.ie/
http://www.ifa.ie/


 

 

GAA Gaelic Athletic Association   

GAA emerged in 1884 with the intention to organise native games in the country.  
GAA transformed social life in Ireland.  

GAA is a 32 county sporting and cultural organisation that has a presence on all 
five continents. 
 
It is a volunteer led, community based organisation that promotes the indigenous 
games of hurling and Gaelic football and also promotes ladies football, camogie, 
handball and rounders. The Association has its headquarters at Croke Park in 
Dublin where it has been based on a full time basis since 1908. The stadium, 
which was redeveloped between 1993 and 2003, has a capacity of 82,300 and 
hosts some of the highest profile events in the Irish sporting calendar. 
 
The GAA is underpinned by a democratic elective structure that sees members at 
various different levels elect officers to serving positions on a variety of tiers up to 
and including the position of Uachtarán (President). 
 

http://www.crokepark.ie/  
  



 

 

Poetry and Playwrights 
 

James Joyce 
Seamus Heaney 
W. B. Yeats 
Patrick Kavanagh 
 
 

 



The Irish word céili originally referred to a gathering of neighbours in a 
house to have an enjoyable time, dancing, playing music and 
storytelling. Today it refers to an informal evening of dancing. Céilis 
are held in large towns and country districts where young and old 
enjoy together group dances.  

The céili can be traced back to pre-famine times, when dancing at the 
cross-roads was a popular rural pastime. These dances were usually 
held on Sunday evenings in summer when young people would 
gather at the cross-roads.  

The music was often performed by a fiddler seated on a three legged 
stool with his upturned hat beside him for a collection.  

   Today there are many opportunities to watch and enjoy 
  Irish dancing. It is still a regular part of social functions. 
   Dancing sessions at céilis are usually  
   preceded by a teaching period where novices 
   are shown the initial steps. During the summer 
   months, céilis are held in many Irish towns.  
 



 

 

Irish Dancing 

Entertainment in homes was song and dance  

Local versions of the same dance were to be found in different parts of 
Ireland. In this way a rich heritage of Irish dances was assembled and 
modified over the centuries.  

Today, jigs, reels, hornpipes, sets, half sets, polkas and step dances are 
all performed. Solo dancing or step dancing first appeared at the end of 
the eighteenth century.  

 



 

 

The costumes worn today commemorate the clothing of the past.  

Dresses are based on the Irish peasant dress worn 200 years ago.  

Dresses are adorned with hand-embroidered Celtic designs, copies of the 
Tara brooch are often worn on the shoulder. The brooch hold a cape 
which falls over the back.  

Men wear a plain kilt and jacket, with a folded cloak draped from the 
shoulder. Male and female dancers today wear hornpipe shoes, and for 
reels and jigs, soft shoes similar to ballet pumps are worn.  

  The Feis has been an important part of rural cultural life.  
  There are dancing championships in all four provinces,  
  and winners of these provincial competitions qualify for  
  the All Ireland Championships. The World Championships 
  are held in Dublin at Easter where dancers from England, 
  Ireland, USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand  
  compete for the World title. 



 

 

Costume 



Traditional Music and Singing   

Session – an informal gathering of amateur musicians in a local pub leading to a 
communal appreciation and celebration of traditional music. 

Somebody starts beating a rhythm on a bodhran or improvising a tune on a banjo, 
somebody joins in with another instrument, suddenly the whole pub appears to be 
filled with music. 

Many music festivals throughout Ireland.  

Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann is the largest group involved in the preservation and 
promotion of Irish traditional music.  Organise classes and sessions around the world.  

Also run the Fleadh Cheoil. Musicians compete in a series of qualifying rounds, 
culminating in the annual All-Ireland Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann.  

Singing: Ballads  

 

Clannad Chieftains; Corrs, Enya 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chieftains-anoriant2008.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bodhran.jpg


Classical Music 

Performers of classical music of note include Catherine Hayes, 
(1818–1861) Ireland's first great international prima donna and the 
first Irish woman to perform at La Scala in Milan;  

John McCormack (1884–1945), the most celebrated tenor of his 
day;  

opera singer Margaret Burke Sheridan (1889–1958);  

Concert flautist Sir James Galway and pianist Barry Douglas who  
achieved fame in 1986 by claiming the International Tchaikovsky 
Competition gold medal. Mezzo-sopranos Bernadette Greevy and 
Ann Murray have also had success internationally 



Choral music 
Choral music in Ireland has produced Anuna, known for their contribution to 

Riverdance.  

The National Chamber Choir and Resurgam are two important professional choral 
groups that have begun to make an impact upon the awareness of vocal music 
beyond that of opera or contemporary popular music, while there are several high-
quality church choirs, particularly in Dublin: Pallastrina choir (St Mary's Pro-
Cathedral), Christ Church Cathedral Choir (Christ Church Cathedral) and St 
Patrick's Cathedral Choir. 

In the 1980s Shaun Davey composed The Brendan Voyage, a mix of classical 
orchestral and Irish traditional styles with the uilleann piper Liam O’Flynn as the 
soloist. He continued and expanded this genre with his compositions The Pilgrim.   

 Piano Concerto No.1, Guitar Concerto No.1 and the Variations on Bach's 
Inventions are some of the works of Richard Kearns who is another of Ireland's 
classical composers  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Anuna.jpg


Showbands in Ireland 

Major force in Irish popular music, particularly in rural 

areas, from the mid-1950s. The showband played in 

dance halls and was loosely based on the six or seven 

piece Dixieland dance band. The basic showband 

repertoire included standard dance numbers, cover 

versions of pop music hits, ranging from rock and roll, 

country and western to jazz  standards. Key to the 

showband's success was the ability to learn and perform 

songs currently in the record charts.  



 

 

Trinity College and Library 

Founded in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth I on the grounds of an Augustinian 
priory. Trinity College even today dominates the city landscape and the 
oldest buildings (the brick-built "Rubrics") date from 1700. Most of the 
impressive buildings were built during the renovation phase of 1759. 
Trinity College Library is home to more than an million books and 
priceless manuscripts, the most famous being the "Book of Kells" - long 
queues may form in summer.  

 

http://goireland.about.com/od/dublincityandcounty/gr/trinitycollege.htm


 

 

O‟Connell Street is Dublin's main traffic artery and the widest 
urban street in Europe - which you will not believe at busy 
times. The centre is dominated by statues and monuments, 
the houses on the left and right are mainly large and 
impressive. Pride of place goes to the General Post Office 
scene of the 1916 rebellion. A bronze statue of Cuchullain 
remembers the fallen heroes.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:GPO_Portico_-_Morning.jpg


 

 

National Museums 

The National Museum of Archaeology and History in Kildare Street 
(Dublin 2) is dedicated to prehistoric and medieval Ireland.  

The National Museum of Decorative Arts and History in Collins 
Barracks (Benburb Street, Dublin 7) houses an eclectic collection 
including the uniform Michael Collins was shot in and an exhibition on 
the Easter Rising.  

St Patrick's Cathedral 

 Ireland's largest church and the National 
 Cathedral - Founded in 1191 - neo-gothic 
   cathedral with some older 

  parts.  

http://www.museum.ie/
http://goireland.about.com/od/dublincityandcounty/gr/stpatrickscath.htm
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/DublinStPatricksCathedral.jpg


 

 

 Temple Bar 

Name from the Temple family, Sir William Temple, provost of Trinity College Dublin 
in 1609, had his house and gardens here.  

Street artists and international cuisine and bustling pubs.  

Many Irish cultural institutions, including the Dublin Institute of Photography, the 
National Photographic Archives and the Gallery of Photography, the Irish Film 
Institute; the Temple Bar Gallery and Studio, the Projects Arts Centre, the Gaiety 
School of Acting; the Irish Stock Exchange; the Central Bank of Ireland.  

During summer: Filming and markets  

http://goireland.about.com/od/dublincityandcounty/gr/templebar.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_Bar_Dublin.jpg


 

 

 

 National Gallery 

Situated at Merrion Square West and right in the centre of 
Dublin. Opened in 1864 it has around 500 major works of 
art on display - among them Hogarth, Gainsborough, 
Poussin, Monet, Degas, El Greco, Velasquez, Goya, 
Picasso, Titian, Caravaggio, Brueghel, Vermeer and 
Rubens. Especially strong on Irish artists and Irish 
portraits the National Gallery has recently been expanded 
by the "Millennium Wing".  

 

 

http://goireland.about.com/od/dublinandleinster/gr/nationalgallery.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:National_Gallery_of_Ireland_2006_Kaihsu_Tai.jpg


 

 

 

 

Kilmainham Gaol 

Kilmainham Jail or Gaol (Inchicore Road, Dublin 8) is one 
of Europe's most notorious prisons and has been 
preserved in working order. Eternally cold and bare cells 
bear mute witness to the harsh prison life faced by 
inmates. In Irish history Kilmainham Gaol comes only 
second to the GPO - here the leaders of the 1916 were 
executed.  

http://goireland.about.com/od/dublincityandcounty/gr/kilmainhamgaol.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kilmainham_Jail.jpg


 

 

Dublin Castle 

Dublin Castle was until 1922 the fortified seat of British rule in Ireland, 
and is now a major Irish government complex. Most of it dates from the 
18th century, though a castle has stood on the site since the days of King 
John, the first Lord of Ireland. The Castle served as the seat of English, 
then later British government of Ireland under the Lordship of Ireland 
(1171–1541), the Kingdom of Ireland (1541–1800), and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (1800–1922). Upon establishment 
of the Irish Free State in 1922, the complex was ceremonially handed 
over to the newly formed Provisional Government.  

http://goireland.about.com/od/dublincityandcounty/gr/dublincastle.htm


 

 

 Phoenix Park 

Phoenix Park is an uban park in Dublin, lying 2–4 km west of the city 
centre, north of the River Liffey. Its 16 km perimeter wall encloses 
707 hectares (1,750 acres) 

It includes large areas of grassland and tree-lined avenues, and since 
the seventeenth century has been home to a herd of wild deer, also the 
residences of the Irish President and the Ambassador of the United 
States; cricket and polo fields, from Ashtown Castle; Garda 
Headquarters; Dublin Zoo; Phoenix Statue and the Papal Cross nearby.  

 

http://goireland.about.com/od/dublincityandcounty/gr/phoenixpark.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Aras_Gates.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Deer_by_papal_cross.jpg
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Fishing 

Fishing villages along the coast particularly in 
south and west  

   

Hobby 

Lakes 

Rivers  

Off shore 

Salmon  

Trout  

Pike  

Cockle  

Mussel 

lobster 



 

 

  

 
The Aran Islands - The Aran Islands lie on the most westerly edge of 
Europe across the mouth of Galway Bay 
The Burren - In the Burren hills, rising to just over 1,000 feet, Co 
Clare has the finest development of bare limestone plateau in all of 
northern Europe. 
Donegal Mountains - This view north from the crest of the granite 
Derryveagh mountains is one of the most impressive inland 
panoramas in Donegal. 
Lowland Bog - The topography of central Ireland is such that when 
the icesheets disappeared the entire middle reaches of the Shannon 
were a great shallow lake, many times the area of Lough Neagh. 
Killarney Lakes - Killarney's verdant and magnificent setting is a 
blend of geology, geography and climate.  

http://www.irelandseye.com/aarticles/travel/nature/aran/aran.shtm
http://www.irelandseye.com/aarticles/travel/nature/landscape/burren.shtm
http://www.irelandseye.com/aarticles/travel/nature/landscape/donegal.shtm
http://www.irelandseye.com/aarticles/travel/nature/landscape/bog.shtm
http://www.irelandseye.com/aarticles/travel/nature/landscape/lakes.shtm


http://www.aransweatermarket.com/media/catalog/product/cache/3/image/5e06319eda06f020e43594a9c230972d/a/8/a823_1_1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sampler_by_Elizabeth_Laidman_1760_detail.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Irish_crochet.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NeedleLaceBorder_ErzgebirgeGermany1884_detail.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Belleek.jpg


 

 

Traditions  

Folklore and legends  

Fairies  

Banshee 

Story telling  Stories are told around the fire, 
usually with the story teller enjoying a „wee drop o 
the black stuff to whet his whistle‟. (Having a glass 
of Guinness to quench his thirst while he tells the 
story). 

 



 

 

Funerals and Wakes 

The wake held in the home of the deceased– “wake house”. A room 
will be prepared for the deceased,  

The body is washed and dressed; - „laid out‟. A rosary is then wrapped 
around the hands and a cross placed around the neck depending on 
the religion of the deceased. Candles remain lit while the deceased is 
still present in the house. Family members or close friends will stay 
with the deceased at all times. All mirrors will be covered or turned to 
face the wall as a mark of respect.  

Friends and family gather and share memories and funny stories. Food 
and drink is always present. You can always spot a wake house as the 
men tend to congregate outside. Friends and neighbours will bring a 
cake or a plate of sandwiches  

The visitors will on entering the house be met by a close family 
member when they have offered their condolences they are then taken 
into the room where the deceased is. They will then go to the coffin 
  and stand for a few minutes paying their respects or 
  saying a prayer. They will then be taken into the other 
  room and offered refreshments. 

 Depending on religion the rosary is said twice a day 
 with everyone in the house present to say the 

 responses. There is a special rosary for the dead and 
 it is traditionally said around midnight before the 

visitors leave. 



 

 

The Funeral Procession 
A wake can last for a few days to allow people to come from afar to 
pay their respects and to say good-bye. It will end when the body is 
taken out of the house for the last time and moved to the local Church.  

On the day of the funeral the coffin is carried by 6 males, usually family 
or very close friends. A Hearse leads the procession to the Church with 
family & friends following behind the males carrying the coffin. 

The funeral mass is usually in duration of 45 minutes with priest and 
loved ones speaking about achievement made by the departed. Again, 
the coffin is carried by family & friends to the cemetery. If the 
procession is to pass the house of the departed it will stop as a mark of 
respect. 

People who are not part of the funeral celebration will stop in the street 
or road allowing the procession to pass ahead as a sign of respect for 
the deceased. 



 

 

Health care 

Managed by the Health Service Executive  

Funded by general taxation  

A person may be required to pay a subsidised fee for certain health care received; this 
depends on income, age, illness or disability.  

All maternity services are free and children up to the age of 6 months . Emergency care is 
provided at a cost of €120 per visit to the A&E  

Visitors to Ireland who hold a European Health Insurance Card entitled to free 
maintenance and treatment in public beds in Health Service Executive  

Outpatient services are also provided for free. However the majority of patients on 
median incomes or above, are required to pay subsidised hospital charges. 

Medical card is available to those receiving welfare payments, low earners, those with 
certain long-term or severe illnesses and in certain other cases -entitles holders to free  
   hospital care, GP visits, dental services, optical services,  
   aural services, prescription drugs and medical appliances- 



 

 

Health care 
People who are not entitled to a Medical Card (i.e. 68.1% of 

the population) must pay fees for certain health care 

services. Hospital charges (for inpatients) are a flat fee of 

€100 per day up to a maximum of €1000 in any twelve month 

period, irrespective of the actual care received. Specialist 

assessments and diagnostic assessments (such as X-rays, 

laboratory tests, physiotherapy, etc.) are provided for free. If 

a person cannot afford to pay hospital charges, the HSE will 

provide the services free of charge. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-ray
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-ray
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-ray
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physiotherapy


 

 

Health Centres provide a wide range of primary care and community 
services in towns and villages throughout Ireland, and are run by the 
HSE. Services available at these clinics include GP services, public 
health nurses, social work and child protection services, child health 
services, community welfare, disability services, older people services etc  
These services are available for free or at a subsidised rate. 

Primary Care Centres are being developed currently 

 

General practitioners generally charge on a per consultation fee basis, 
usually charging anything up to €60. People with Medical Cards or GP 
Visit Cards are exempt from charges 

Those with private health insurance can, depending on their plan, get 
their GP costs paid for or refunded ("cash back"), either fully or partially 
by the insurance company. People can also claim tax relief for GP visit  
        costs.   

     Specialist Centres are being  
     developed regionally. 



 

 

Hospitals throughout the country – some specialist e.g. Maternity, Childrens 

Specialist hospitals near cities Dublin, Cork  

Psychiatric Hospitals scaled down.  Smaller acute units for emergency treatment. Smaller 
Residential Units are placed throughout the country for respiteand enduring mental health 
patients who cannot manage in the community.  

Move to have more care in the community and less dependance on acute care beds 

Patients in hospitals awaiting placement in Nursing Units – increase on beds in acute 
sector.  

Smaller community hospitals for elderly and long term ill. 

Hospices in regions – small units  



Nursing Education  

Religious sisters were influential historically for care provision  

20th Century saw many changes – 1st nursing and midwifery acts 

Any training remained erratic and non standardised until middle of century. 

In 1975 the training programme was somewhat organised and controlled by An 
Bord Altranais.  Nursing Education was underpinned by the apprenticeship model.   

 

Not until the nursing strike in 1997 did nursing develop in any significant manner 

Revision of Nursing education, recognition and development of clinical practice.  

Recognition of the contribution of nurses to health care – research funding while 
small was available.    

 

Since 2002 all nurses educated to Bachelor level –4 year course give academic 
qualification and registration with An Bord Altranais.  

Courses easily accessible to all nurses – regional provision 

   Career progression paths open to all Registered Nurses  

 
  



 

 

St. Angela’s College   

In 1952, St. Angela’s College, Sligo was founded by the Ursuline Order, having 
achieved ownership of the a unique 19th Century cut stone building, Clogherevagh 
House  

Sr. Brid established Clogherevagh House as a College of Education for Home 
Economics Teachers.  In recent years the College has expanded far beyond its 
original remit and currently its profile of academic programmes of study also 
includes: Nursing & Health Studies, Education, Special Needs Education, Theology, 
Food and Consumer Studies, Science, Irish, Economics and Social Studies. 

Sole provider of educating Home Economics teachers in Ireland.  Student 
population is 900. 

St. Angela's Student Residences are luxury student accommodation adjacent to the 
St. Angela's Campus, overlooking Lough Gill and are available to students, visiting 
academics and international guests.  On site support services include a laundry, 
gym, a convenience store with ATM and car parking.  



 

 

St. Angela’s College   

The new Àras Michael Building is home to the well equipped McKeown Library and 
the Department of Nursing & Health Studies incorporating state of the art clinical 
facilities. 
We recognise and are proud of the fact that our College campus is located in one of 
the most scenic areas in the Ireland on the shores of Lough Gill.  Our College Green 
Team monitors and maintains how we interact with our idyllic environment as we 
continue to develop and cater for an increased student population.  The aim of the 
Green Team is to focus on conserving resources and increase recycling so an 
environmentally friendly campus can be enjoyed by students, staff, the community 
and visitors alike. 

St. Angela's Student Residences are luxury student accommodation adjacent to the 
St. Angela's Campus, overlooking Lough Gill and are available to students, visiting 
academics and international guests.  On site support services include a laundry, 
gym, a convenience store with ATM and car parking. 



 

 

St. Angela’s College is a College of the National University of 
Ireland, Galway  

Board of Governors  

President: Dr. Anne Taheny  

3 Departments  

Department of Nursing and Health Studies  

 Head of Department: Dr. Michele Glacken  

 Skills Laboratory Manager 

 Centre for Life Long Learner facilitator  

 Clinical Allocations Officer  

 14 Lecturers 

Department of Nursing and Health Studies formed in 1998  

Nursing education provision prior to this was provided in 

Schools of Nursing 

The Nurse Tutors were given a choice to move into the 

Department or form a new centre responsible for 

continuing education of nurses. 

  

   



 

 

St. Angela’s College   

Nursing programmes:  

BNSc General Nursing 

BNSc Intellectual Disability Nursing 

BA Health and Disability Studies  

Post Graduate Diplomas in Health Sciences (Community Mental Health Nursing) 

Post Graduate Diplomas in Health Sciences (Public Health Nursing) 

Post Graduate Diplomas in Health Sciences (Cognitive Behavioural Psychotherapy) 

Post Graduate Diplomas in Health Sciences (Nursing Studies) (Professional 
Studies)  

MSc Health Science (Multi Disciplinary) 

MSc Health Science (Specialist programme)  

 

   Clinical Application 

   Move from traditional taught programme to  
   online/blended formats 

 



 

 

College Location & Transport Links 
Sligo town and St. Angela’s College are easily accessible by road, rail or air.   

National road network which serves Sligo links it to other commercial centres  

From Galway to Sligo is 137 kilometres via the N6, N17, and N4. 
From Donegal via the N15 Sligo can be reached in under 50 minutes.   
Dublin is located 210 kilometres from Sligo via the N4.   
Derry is approx. 137 kilometres via the A5 and N15 while from Belfast its 202 
kilometres via the M1, A4.   
The town is also serviced by the main Sligo-Dublin train route -8 services per day  

For Students not from Sligo are special transport arrangement with both public bus 
and private coach operating services to Donegal, Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon, 
Galway, Longford, Westmeath, Dublin, Belfast and Derry.  
Sligo is also accessible by air, with Sligo Airport located in Strandhill just 8kms from 
Sligo and has two daily services to Dublin connecting to Europe and beyond.   
Ireland West Airport, Knock is located 50kms from Sligo and provides both domestic 
      and international links.  



 

 

Prescription drugs and medical appliances are available to all for 
free or at a reduced cost -maximum, €120 per calendar month for 
up to a maximum of one month's supply of prescribed drugs, 
medicines and medical appliances.  

Those who hold Medical Cards, suffering from long-term illnesses, 
or who have Hepatitis C, do not have to pay anything for 
medicines or appliances. 

All immunisation vaccines for children are provided free of charge, 
and are provided in schools, health clinics or hospitals. 

Recovering heroin addicts are able to get Methadone treatment for 
free under the Methadone Treatment Scheme. 



 

 

There are four HSE administrative areas (HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster, 
HSE Dublin North-East, HSE South and HSE West), which are in turn 
divided into 32 local Health Offices  

The HSE is Ireland's largest employer with over 100,000 workers; 
and has an annual budget of €16 billion,  

The HSE's organisational structure is divided into three main areas: 

 Support Services, which enables the HSE to function 
 efficiently and cost effectively.  

 Reform and Innovation, which drives the HSE's strategic and 
 corporate planning processes.  

 

            Health and Personal Social Services:   

   The National Hospitals Office (NHO), which 
   manages Acute hospital and ambulance 
   services.  

   Primary, Community and Continuing Care 
   (PCCC), - delivers health and personal social 
   services in the community and other settings.  

   Population Health, which promotes and  
   protects the health of the entire population.  



Aran Islands 

The Burren 

The Cliffs 

of Moher 

http://www.irishtourism.com/attractions-ireland/aran-islands_226732-attraction.htm


CroaghPatrick 

Dingle Pennisula 

Glendalough 



Glencolumbcille 

Inishowen 



Ring of Kerry 

Ailwee Caves  



Skellig Islands 

Valentia 

Islands 



Lough Veagh  

Irish Horse Racing 

throughout Ireland 

from Easter to 

December 

http://www.glenveaghnationalpark.ie/images/V.CtoCastlewalkview1_000.jpg
http://www.glenveaghnationalpark.ie/images/GardenWorkshop082.jpg
http://www.glenveaghnationalpark.ie/landscape9.htm


Golf Courses throughout Ireland  
Portmarcnock Golf Club, Dublin  

Royal County Down Golf Club, Co. Down  

Adare Manor, Co. Limerick  

Dromoland Castle, Co. Clare  

K Club, Co. Kildare  

Druids Glen, Co. Wicklow  

European Golf Club Brittas Bay, Co. Wicklow  

Killarney Golf & Fishing Club, Kerry  

Ballybunion, Co. Kerry  

Old Head of Kinsale, Co. Cork 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://i.telegraph.co.uk/telegraph/multimedia/archive/00796/golf-doonbeg-460_796846c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/ultratravel/2633125/The-worlds-top-ten-golf-courses.html&usg=___M-utqj1hnZ2r5tY8wLpPpDEDJ8=&h=288&w=460&sz=86&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=s9qqhirnjr-8BM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=128&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgolf%2Bcourses%2Bin%2Bireland%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.golfholidays.ie/images/HARRINGTON1.jpg


St. Patrick‟s Day Parade 

in Dublin 

Smaller parades and 

festivals around the 

country  



http://www.travelinireland.com/pictures/irish-surfing.jpg
http://www.bigsurf.ie/images/022 - Surf Coach 1.jpg


Sacred 
Sites 

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/ireland/images/knock/shrine2-cc-karenwithak.jpg
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/ireland/clonmacnoise
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/ireland/mellifont-abbey-photos/slides/350d_264
http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jbriankelly.com/purgatory.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jbriankelly.com/north_and_northwest.html&usg=__1kYQ2AIT0-xxgUCy5qFteqQl1PM=&h=413&w=505&sz=37&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=M6ZJzUcklSipZM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dlough%2Bderg%2Bco.%2Bdonegal%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.todayscatholicworld.com/croagh-patrick-climb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.todayscatholicworld.com/mar06tcw.htm&usg=__si8o394aE-_r9T6EPAGfX7TfMbc=&h=320&w=427&sz=43&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=sJTCSqpwcFOp_M:&tbnh=94&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcroagh%2Bpatrick%2Bireland%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26tbs%3Disch:1


http://www.irishtourism.com/independent-vacations-ireland/markree-castle-hotel_222406-irish-manors.htm
http://www.irishtourism.com/independent-vacations-ireland/ashford-castle-hotel_212605-irish-castles.htm

